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the province. Apprised of this Hamid Khan also applied
himself to preparations. At length the two contending parties
met near Ahmedabad. In this battle cannons and match-
locks were freely used and many lost their lives on both sides.
While the hostilities were going on, 'All Muhammad Khan,
father of the author of Mir*at-i-Ahmedi, fearing lest the contest
might result in the entire ruin of the city of Ahmedabad
and its population, went to Safdar Khan Babi and suc-
ceeded in persuading him to arrange some kind of accom-
modation between the two parties. Salabat Muhammad
Khan and Jawanmard Khan also accompanied Safdar Khan
Babi on his peaceful mission. First they visited Shuja'at Khan
in his camp and convinced him of the utter futility of conti-
nuing the hostility any longer. Finding him amenable to
reason and good sense, they visited Hamid Khan who in
fact welcomed their move, most unwilling as he was from
the very beginning to try conclusions with Shuja'at Khan
at that time. At length a compromise was reached that
Hamid Khan should be allowed to proceed to Dohad to
pass the rainy season, after which he should quit the country
for the Deccan. This gave breathing time to Hamid Khan,
. who immediately wrote to Nizamu'1-Mulk, informing him
of the actual state of affairs in Gujerat and his comparative
resourcelessness in that part of the country. Nizamu'1-Mulk
advised him to temporize and to seek aid from the Maratha
generals to whom he promised to write directly.

Meanwhile Shuja/at Khan had written to the Emperor
at Delhi that if he and his brother (Rustam CAH Khan)
were provided with funds and 20,000 horse, they were
prepared to undertake a contest with Nizamu'1-Mulk and
his party of Turdnls who were seeking to dominate the entire
government of the country and whose growing power had
become a danger to the very existence of the State. The
suggestion being after his own heart, the Emperor ordered
the grant of three lakhs of rupees for this laudable end from
the treasury of the port of Surat. Shuja'at Khan appointed
his son, Ahmed Quli Khan, the commander of the cavalry
and immediately sent him to Surat in order to organise the
army there in consultation with Rustam 'All Khan.1

1 Mir'at-i-Ahmedf, vol. II, p. 56.